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REMARKS 

The Office Action of January 24, 2005 has been carefully considered. Applicants wish 
to tbank the Examine for die effort in evaluating this application. 

Claims 1 throng 10 are pending in this ^plication; and Claims 1 through 10 have 
been rejected under 35 U-S.C. §1 12» second paragraph. 



Rfilections unde r 35 UAC, S 112. second paragraph 

Claims 1 through 10 have been rejected under 35 U.S,a §1 12, second paragraph. The 
use of the tern ''prodrugs'* in these claizns has been assttted to be indelSnite. As kindly 
suggested by die Exaniiner, these claims have now been amended to replace all occurrences of 
"prodrugs*' with ''prodrug estew". It is believed tfiat this overcomes the rejection and these 
claims arc now allowable as a result of tfie amendments. 

Claim 10 had an asserted additional mdefinite aspect with respect to 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
second paragraph, with the use of the "diseases capable of being modulated by mhibition of 
JNK activity* language. Claim 10 has now been amended m accordance with the kind 
suggestion of the Examiner. It is believed that this ovwcomcs the rejection, 

Reiections under 35 UJS-C 6 112. second paiaaraph 

Claims 1 through 10 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph. The 
first of two rejections under this paragraph is of the recitation of 'prodrugs" in these claims. 
As pomted out in the present Office Action on page 7, at lines 1 and 2» the speciiication 
specifically provides support for carboxylate esters. Accordingly, these claims have now been 
amended to replace recitations of "prodrugs'^ with "prodrug esters". This is believed to 
overcome tfiis rejection. 

An additional rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, is for the recitation of 
"solvates" in the claims. As pointed out, beginning in the last paragraph of page 8 of the 
present Office Action, the preparation of solvates such as hydrates of the presently claimed 
compounds would have been known to a person of onhnary skill. Accordmgly, these claims 
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have now been amended to replace "solvates" with 'liydiates". This is believed to overcome 

tb& rejection. 

Furthennore, Claim 10 has been rejected under 35 U-S.C. §112. fast paragraph, as not 
being enabled for all intended diseases. It has been asserted in the Office Action that 
inhibition of JNK would exacerbate at least one disease. Accordingly, the very kind 
suggestion of die Examina in a telq>hone convasation has beam adopted, and Qaim 10 has 
now been amended to recite "inhibiting JNK activity in a paiiait?'. This is believed to 
ovetcome the present rejection. 

Title. Abstract and Spectff^^^ftii 

ITie title and abstract have been objected to. The present amendment corrects them in 
accordance with the kind suggestions of the Examiner. It k believed that diey are now 
acc^table. 

The specification has been objected to, as not containing a "Brief Description of fte 
Drawings". This has been corrected by the present amendment described at the beginning of 
litis response. 



The undersigned practitiona- believes that no new matter is introduced by the present 
amendments. 



Concluslom 

In view of the foregoing discussion, it is believed that all tire pending claims, as 
amended. fiiUy comply widi die legal leqaiiements for allowance. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the application with pending claims are earnestly solidted. 

If Fosecution of fltis appUcation can be expedited by a telephone convasation, 
Examiner is invited to call die undersigned practitioner (collect if necessary) to discuss flie 
application. 

Enclosed herewitii is a Petition under 37 CJFit§ 1.136(a) to extend flie time for 
response for two montiis, or until June 24, 2005. It is believed fliat no additional fees and 
charges are required at tiiis time in connection with tiie appUcation; however, if any fees or 
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charges are lequired at this time, they may be chaiged to om- Patent and Trademark Office 
Deposit Account No.I8-I982. 



^tent Department 
Route #202-206 / P.O. Box 6800 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807-0800 
Telqjhone: (908) 231-5922 
Telefex: (908)231-2626 
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RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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